Calle Tercera,
Esquina Ryerson,
Ensenada, |
Mexico.

November 16, 1948

G y Captain H.M.Pearson,
ﬂgggga a?‘ the Alr Attaché,
British Embassy,

Lima,

Paru,

Dear Sir,

| This will acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of
November 2nd, for which I thank you.

I am very happy indeed to have your address, because
I desire your assistance in gonnestion with a small, but
significant, episode in the Spanish Clvil War, with which
you are acquainted. | |

For some years I have been m-‘s‘ing a strictly ob-
Jective and mtﬁuloualg documented bistory of the war
based on my own vast colleation of materials as well as

on those existing in the principal libraries of Euro o I8
and Amerieca, In 1936 and 1937, I represented the British
United Press as well as the United Press of America, and
had the pleasure of m eting you on one occasion in Valencia.

The episode with which I am concerned oceurred in
February, 1938, when, according to ﬁait-ain Alberto Bayo,
then adjutant £o Indalecio Prieto, Colonel R,.V.Goddard
went to Spain on an official miasi 1« Bayo does not de=
scribe the nature of the mission, but writes the following
in a book published two years ago in Mexicos

"Ouando el coronel Goddard Y ¢l comandante
Pearson entraron conmigo a despedirse del Ministre
de Defensa fara relntegrarse a Londres, Yy Gisela,
la secretaria de Prieto, israslita alemana, hoy
aqul in México, exilada, y Y0, éramos testigos

de la escena, Prieto dirigiendose a Gisela la di jo
a4 egtal

"Gisela: tenga la bondad de decir al coronsl
Goddard de mi parte J & su ayudante lo siguiente:

"(A medida que ofla, Giseola traducia).

"E1 Goblerno esté muyy convencideo de q.’.t.iﬁ. -
_Benemos perdida si Ingla erra nos vé




malos ojos. Yo gqulero que cuando estos sefiores

vayan liuu pals 2 dar cuenta de su misiébn Iinforma-
dora a sus gobernantes, les hagan de parte de nuestro
goblerno una praznnini&n eonfidencial cuya contesta-
cidn espero con impaciencia.

"Mi proposicibn es la sigulente: si Inglaterra
nog da el triunfo, si su pals inelina las pesas de
14 balanga en nuestro favor, que puede hacerlo en
cuanto quiera y que debe ademis hacerlo para que
nada tengamos que deberle a Rusia, que es la tnlca
que nos ayuda con su material en estos momentos),
Espafia por ml mediacidén entregarf a Inglaterra,
las soberblas rias de Vigoe donde puede cobi jarse
la escuadra inglesa entera con holgura, la base
naval de Cartagena, inexpugnable, y la soberbia
base de Mahon, unica en el Mediterrfneo.

"Gon esos tres puntos, Inglaterra veria su
poderio reforzado en el Mediterrfineo y en el
Atléntico, 7 Espafia quedaria agradecida bajo la
proteceibn inglesa sacudiéndosé para slempre toda
posibllidad de influencia rusa,!

In connection with this matter, I should be most grate-
ful 1f you would kindly let me lmow &) the nature of the
mission with which Colonel R.V.Goddard was entrusted, b) Whether
the spelling of this officer's name and the initlals giwen by
Captain Bayo are correct, ¢) whether you recall any detaills
other than those mentioned by Bliu and d) whether the British
Government made any official reply as they did to the offer
made by Largo Caballere's government in February, 1937, to

mo the status of Spanish Moroceco in fa
Britain and Frange. T SR e

Hoping I shall have the pleasure of h
and apologizing for my 1mpnrtugitr. W S e

Very truly yours,

Burnett Bolloten.



